288                           The   Social   Services

is not necessarily cured by a rise in income, even though a
little mis-spending does less harm when income rises above
the level of minimum adequacy. Only the most naif of clergy-
men and school-teachers, district visitors and newspaper
correspondents, public-assistance and blind welfare com-
mittee-members, have misaken dirt and bad management for
primary poverty, and made it worse by feeding it on doles of
food, clothing, or money. The subsidizing of filth and drink,
betting and prostitution, have been hard to justify whether
carried out by the ministers of the church or by the stewards
of the state.

Better management has not lent itself to statistical measure-
ment to the same extent as better incomes. But all observers
are agreed that here also great improvements have taken place.
It is not that a brooding sense of responsibility has come over
the people. Far from it. They have evolved new ways of
making the most of life. They are better turned out, even
though their dress makes more concessions to fashion and
cleanliness than to warmth and durability. They make a better
show, for the keen eye of the various public visitors and the
welfare centre and the school-teacher, as well as for their own
pride and pleasure. Compulsory education has left them less
chance of evading parental responsibility, especially since the
coming of medical inspection. They are less anxious to assume
expensive responsibilities in the form of unwanted children,
with the result that this century has seen a simultaneous
decline in the number both of births and of infantile deaths:
the children that do come into the world are less badly cared
for.

Compulsory insurance has left no option but to make pro-
vision for future needs. Ability to read the football and the
racing news and fill in betting slips and newspaper competi-
tion coupons has opened up a new if rather remote chance of
supplementing an income: and whatever the defects of our
new vice, it is probably less degrading in its cumulative effects
than the drunkenness of the past. Dressing through the tally-
man is necessarily expensive; but furnishing out of income,